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We’ve probably all seen a person standing by 
the side of the road or a parking lot somewhere 
and holding a sign proclaiming they are “HOME-
LESS”. It is usually followed by another statement 
like “anything helps” and “God bless.” The idea, 
of course, is that those of us passing by would feel 
sorry for them and give them money. Are they 
homeless? Are they destitute of food and a way 
to make a living? God knows. 

Let’s think about that word “homeless.” Why 
does that strike a chord in the heart? What is 
a home and why is it special? When I think of 
home, I think of a place that’s waiting when the 
day’s work is done. Our home is where we can 
eat, sleep, and just relax—a quiet place for us. 
Our homes are thought of as a haven away from 
the rest of the world, an escape from everything 
else “out there.” We want our homes to be a safe 
place for us, out of the storm.  When we consider 
all of this, we understand why we feel sorry when 
we think of someone being “homeless.”

Some people have a house but not really a 
home. Sometimes there is no peace and secu-
rity because the soul is not at rest. They move 
through life from experience to experience but 
never really find peace and satisfaction. Maybe 
the body has a place to go at the end of the day, 
but the spirit never really feels “at home.” God 
made us and if He is not with us, we’ll wonder 
through life and never feel “at home.”

Jesus says it so well in Revelation 3:20. 
“Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me.” A relationship with Jesus makes 
a home for the soul! “Then shall the King 
[Jesus] say unto them on his right hand, Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you . . .” (Matthew 25:34).      

Don’t remain homeless. Open the door to 
Jesus!
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     Years ago, I used to make deliveries to a large 
produce warehouse where tractor and trailer trucks 
would back up to a long row of docks.  The goods 
were on pallets and forklifts buzzed in and out of the 
trucks unloading.
     My truck was much smaller, and I needed to stack 
my boxes on a pallet by hand. The receiver at the dock 
was a young man named Adam who walked with a 
very pronounced limp because of a childhood defor-
mity.  He was under no obligation to help me unload, 
but he insisted on doing so. I often told him, “This is 
my job, Adam. You don’t need to help me”. Neverthe-
less, he always ignored that comment and hobbled 
around grabbing boxes and stacking them.  He even 
apologized if he was too busy to help.
   Unlike Adam, many people today want to be suc-
cessful without working for it.  They hope to get a 
management position where they get paid well, boss 
other people around, and do little physical labor. They 
look for ways to get the highest pay possible with the 
least amount of work.

What does the Bible, God’s Answer Book, say 
about successful work?

“Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished, but 
he that gathereth by labor shall increase” (Proverbs 
13:11).

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Ephe-
sians 4:28).

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall 
stand before king; he shall not stand before mean 
men” (Proverbs 22:29).

The Bible tells of godly men who rose from very hum-
ble beginnings to heights of responsibility.  Joseph (Gen-
esis 39-41) rose from a prison captive to the number two 
ruler in Egypt by the age of thirty.  David (I Samuel 16) 
went from a shepherd boy to king over all Israel by the 
time he was 37. Daniel (Daniel 1-6) was a foreign captive 
in Babylon but became a president of the Persian Empire.

What traits made these godly men so successful?
Trustworthiness. Joseph’s master learned to 

trust him so much that he turned the complete man-
agement of his affairs over to Joseph. He no longer 
needed to supervise him because he knew Joseph 
would do what he wanted him to do whether he was 
watching him or not.            

Your parents or employer should be able to do 
the same for you. Practice being dependable so 
they won’t need to worry whether you’ll finish a job. 
When you build trust with them, they’ll give you 
more important responsibilities.

Diligence. David had to work long hours tend-
ing a flock of sheep. Sheep are very dependent on 
their master for food, water, and protection. David 
faithfully performed this demanding 24-hour-a-day 
job.  

Hard work is not very glamorous. Sometimes we 
may not feel like working or we may feel that we’re 
doing more than our fair share. We should not make 
excuses or call in sick just because we don’t feel like 
working today. Our superiors will notice if we loiter 
when we’re being paid to work. We should be sure 
to do our share of the work and more. Hard work is 
not easy, but it’s the path to success.

Integrity. Daniel would not bend his convic-
tions to eat forbidden food or stop praying to God 
even when he was threatened with death. He got 
into some temporary problems because he would 
not yield his convictions, but he won the long-term 
respect of his superiors because of his stand on 
principle.

Honest employees are in high demand!  Resolve 
to never tell a lie about anything. Don’t bend the    
truth although it may seem to be the easy way out.  
Never steal anything. Do what is right regardless 
of the cost. Your boss, your coworkers, and your 
customers will respect you for it.

One day I made a delivery to the produce ware-
house and my friend Adam wasn’t there. I asked 
where he was.  The new receiver said, “Adam? He got 
promoted to the office.”

I wasn’t really surprised. He had earned it.

Successful Work
by Gardell Strite

Wisdom for Youth
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Have You Counted Them?
by David L. Martin

What Does the Bible Say?

Airplanes. Ships. Tanks. Helicopters. Sub-
marines. Count them up. Count them on the 
aggressor’s side. Count them on the defend-
er’s side. Shiver a little; things look scary.

God is counting too. And now He has a 
question for us. “While you’re counting, do 
you ever look inside—the tanks for instance? 
Do you see the young fellows there? That’s 
the way I count. I’m counting the people!”

“I see the fellow who catches a moment to 
wonder how things are going at home. I see 
the young man with his girlfriend’s photo in 
his pocket. I see the soldier who tries not to 
think because the only thing to think about 
is, ‘be alert.’”

Sometimes we humans, not just God, find 
our attention caught by individuals. A war 
correspondent wrote of watching an air-
plane that had been shot and had caught 
fire. A crew member bailed out, but his para-
chute caught on the tail of the plane. As men 
watched with binoculars, he struggled to free 
himself, but finally “flames swept over him, 
and then a tiny black dot fell through space, 
all alone.”  We feel sympathy for that dot, 
whoever it was.

A veteran spoke of trying to settle down 
at night for the first time in active service. 
Before he could fall asleep, he thought, “If 
I shoot someone down, I’ll be killing some 
mother’s son.” He remarked afterward, “That 
was the longest night of my life.”

Someone published a photo of a little girl 
curled up inside her only resting place—a 
small box. Immediately there was a great 
outpouring of sympathy for that one child. 
But she was only one of many such little girls 
equally precious to God. 

Since God is interested in individuals, 
whether soldiers or civilians, He directs world 
conflicts. Sometimes He lets things happen 
that we would not have expected. Sometimes 
the wrong side seems to win.

Look at the Roman Empire. God gave the 
prophet Daniel a vision of nations that would 
arise, culminating with a beast that was 
“dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed-
ingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured 
and brake in pieces, and stamped the resi-
due with the feet of it” (Daniel 7:7). This beast 
represented the dreaded Roman Empire. The 
Son of God Himself died on a cruel Roman 
cross. 

Was God’s interest in individuals thwarted 
by the Roman Empire? Of course not. In fact, 
God used the empire to bring peace and easy 
travel to vast territories, helping the spread of 
the Gospel. He was more interested in peo-
ple than in empires. Powers and programs 
became His pawns for His purposes, some of 
them unforeseen by man.

Look at what happened in China. During 
the mid-twentieth century, under the Com-
munist regime, Christian missionaries fled 
and tens of millions of Chinese people per-
ished, many of them by starvation. Chairman 
Mao, the country’s leader, did not seem to 
care. But God took note of every single anon-
ymous Chinese peasant who died. And by a 
strange quirk, once the country opened a 
little again, observers discovered that Chris-
tianity had not died. Today, and not just in 
China, Christians are still spreading their 
Gospel of love, forgiveness, and hope, to 
the exasperation of governments around the 
world.  Things are not always what they seem.



Reaching Out - page 5

A Case in Point—Jesus and Zacchaeus

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 
And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, 
which was the chief among the publicans [tax col-
lectors], and he was rich. And he sought to see 
Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, 
because he was little of stature. And he ran be-
fore, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, 
and said unto him, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and 
come down; for today I must abide at thy house.” 
And he made haste, and came down, and received 
him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all mur-
mured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with 
a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and 
said unto the Lord; “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, “This day 
is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.”   
(Luke 19:1-10)

Is God interested in which side wins? Of 
course. But that is because He is even more 
interested in individuals.  He too is engaged 
in warfare, a warfare more important to Him 
than what we read of in the news. He wants 
to win on the battlefield in the heart of every 
man and every woman.

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, be-
hold, Satan hath desired to have you . . . but 
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: 
and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren” (Luke 22:31–32).

The Lord called Simon by name, and as you 
read this, He is remembering yours. Whether 
you are a president, a starving peasant, or 
someone in between, the Lord is watching 
you with interest. Let Him take over in your 
life, and you will discover that He is neither an 
aggressor nor an oppressor. His kindly inter-
est in every person, and in you as an individ-
ual, is always good news.
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Genetics and Babel
by Denton Ford

ThThe e BBiibbllee  && Science Science

This Bible passage says that God made all people 
of “one blood.” But what about the different “races” of 
people in the world?  If we all came from Adam and 
Eve, why do we look different from each other?  

A Genetics Lesson
Let’s take a brief look at genetics.  We’ll use skin 

shade for an example.  In our example, we’ll use the 
letters AaBb to represent the genes coding for skin 
shade, with “AB” referring to genes for a lot of mel-
anin (the main pigment responsible for skin shade), 
and thus darker skin, and “ab” referring to genes for a 
small amount of melanin, and thus lighter skin.  

If we start with two parents with AABB, then their 
children will get a combination of those “capital let-
ter” genes and will end up with dark skin.  If we start 
with two parents both having aabb, then their chil-
dren will get a combination that results in light skin.  
If both parents have AaBb, the combinations of those 
genes could cover a very wide range of skin shades 
that their children could have, in just one generation.  

This is very simplified; our genes are incredibly 
complex.  But this illustrates a basic principle that still 
holds true even in that complexity.

The First Couple
Now why is this feature of genetics important to 

the whole question of “race”?  Because it shows that 
it is possible for one couple to have all the genetic 
information that the world population has today!  
Adam and Eve would have had it, and also Noah and 
his family must have.  Of course, over time we have 
become more specialized as people groups and 
overall have less genetic information than people did 
back then, so we don’t really see that kind of variabil-
ity now.  So we see that genetics does not 
contradict what the Bible says about there being only 
one blood/race.  

But we still have the question of why we have such 
distinct physical differences among different people 

groups today.  Let’s look at a world-changing event 
that could account for this.

A Rebellious Attempt  
Just after the worldwide Flood, when Noah and 

his family had finally left the ark, God commanded 
that they should spread out and fill the earth again. 
But as the people multiplied, they began to resist 
God.  Somewhere around 100-130 years after the 
flood1, many of them gathered in the plains of Shinar 
(likely in modern Iraq) and began to build the city and 
tower of Babel, intending to make a name for them-
selves and to keep from being scattered over the 
earth— “And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and 
a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven: and let 
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4). 

Since God had commanded them to spread out 
and fill the earth, their attempt to stay together was an 

“…[God] hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 

might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us.” Acts 17:26-27
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intentional act of rebellion. But God confounded their 
plans. “And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, 
and they have all one language; and this they begin 
to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go 
down, and there confound their language, that they 
may not understand one another’s speech” (Genesis 
11:6-7).  Until now, everyone had the same language, 
but at this point God gave them different languages.  

This was very effective. (It can be a little unsettling 
to be in another country whose language we don’t 
know. We certainly wouldn’t want to collaborate in a 
tower-building project with people we don’t under-
stand!)  Consequently, they scattered out over the 
earth, possibly by families.  

The Gene Pool 
The group of people at the tower of Babel would 

have had quite a variety of genetic information among 
them—a gene pool with a lot of potential for diversifi-
cation. When they split up, different parts of that gene 
pool went different ways.  They were probably fairly 
isolated from each other for a while as they explored, 
migrated, and started building civilizations, which 
helped to develop consistent traits specific to their 
clan.  Of course, it gets more complex than that, espe-
cially when these people groups have mixed at times 
or adapted to environment through epigenetics, 
changes in gene function that do not involve changes 

in DNA sequence. But this article gives the big-picture 
idea of how we ended up with all the different people 
groups that we have today.

Conclusion
So, are there different “races” of people?  Not re-

ally. The Bible says all nations are made of one blood, 
one race—the human race.  God created the first two 
humans, Adam and Eve, and gave them a huge vari-
ety of genetic information.  They passed this down to 
their descendants, including Noah and his family.  At 
the Tower of Babel that information-rich gene pool 
was split up and scattered across the earth, where 
each people group started to take on their own dis-
tinct sets of traits based on their subset of that gene 

pool.  Throughout history, people groups have mixed 
and adapted up until the present day. 

We are all descended from Adam and Eve and 
we’re made in God’s image.  There is one human race, 
and we are all related.  No matter what people look 
like, we are all fully human and equally infinitely valu-
able in God’s sight.  While the world’s tendency is to 
divide and hate, listen to what we are told in Galatians 
3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus.”  The real difference that 
matters considering eternity is whether we are “in 
Christ”, or not.  No matter what branch of the human 
family tree we’re on, let’s make sure we believe in 
Christ Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.

¹ Hodge, Bodie, “Tower of Babel: The Cultural History of Our Ances-
tors”, (Green Forest, Arkansas: Master Books, 2012), 37-41.
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Boundaries for the Family
by Rodney Witmer

The Christian Home

Boundaries are everywhere. It’s hard to imag-
ine a world without them. God’s created universe 
is full of boundaries and by them we are served 
and preserved. The oceans have their shores and 
the rivers their banks. Gravity confines the air we 
breathe to near the earth’s surface, right where 
we need it. A biological boundary exists among 
the animal species that preserves the order and 
traits of the species.

Nations have set borders between themselves 
and mark divisions within themselves for govern-
ing purposes. They have even established among 
themselves laws which govern warfare, the viola-
tions of which are referred to as “war crimes.”

Any functional society is of necessity full of 
boundaries. Property lines serve landowners. 
Right-of-ways retain accessibility and space for 
needed infrastructure. Laws govern business 
and human behavior. Prisons are populated with 
those who have disregarded boundaries. Further, 
prisons make physical barriers for the lawless lest 
more unlawful lines be crossed. Law and order, to 
whatever extent it exists, represents the honoring 
of physical, social, and spiritual boundaries.

“Get you out of the way” is a sad quote from 
Isaiah 30:11. A godless people were demanding 
that the prophetic voice conveying God’s law to 
them be silenced. The human tendency is to re-
sist restriction and boundaries. The poet Robert 
Frost described human nature in the opening line 
of his poem titled “Mending Wall” when he said, 
“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” We 
humans have a rather conflicted relationship with 
walls and boundaries. Our inherent self-will has 
both destroyed needed boundaries and erected 
harmful walls. Such actions arise out of the blind-
ness and confusion that results when God’s laws 
are sacrificed on the altar of self-worship.
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Family—a distinct unit
God in His love and wisdom created the fam-

ily. He saw that individuals, communities, and na-
tions needed this basic institution. God gave the 
family its definition and structure. He created and 
assigned the roles. He set boundaries to every 
aspect of the family. One man and one woman 
bound in holy matrimony. Children, born into this 
context, cared for, taught by, and accountable to 
their parents. All this God has done because he 
seeks our well-being.

The scriptures that speak of the home and fam-
ily reflect the boundaries God has given to this 
institution. These boundaries are evident in the 
following verses:

•	 “Husbands, love your wives and be not 
bitter against them” (Colossians 3:19). The 
tests will come, but the line is not to be 
crossed.

•	 “And the wife see that she reverence her 
husband” (Ephesians 5:33). She is not to 
cross into the territory of disdain and rid-
icule.

•	 “Children, obey your parents…Honor thy 
father and thy mother” (Ephesians 6:1,2). 
Disobedience and disrespect are unlawful 
territory.

•	 “What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6). 
A marriage is to be permanent as long as 
both husband and wife are alive.

•	 “And thou shalt teach them diligently to 
thy children” (Deuteronomy 6:7). God told 
the nation of Israel and all parents that 
they were to instill His commandments 
into the children.

•	 “Drink waters out of thine own cistern” 
(Proverbs 5:15). This context gives men a 
clear call to marital fidelity and moral pu-
rity. Society may consider infidelity and 
promiscuity “normal”, but that doesn’t 
make it right.

•	 “Be…keepers at home” (Titus 2:5). This 
passage gives God’s will to wives and 
mothers.

Obviously, there are many more boundaries 
that relate to the home, but these are among the 
most basic. To disregard these boundaries is to 
shatter the family.

Check your concepts
There is a prevailing misunderstanding about 

boundaries that contributes to the violating of 
them. The self-serving individual sees a boundary 

as denying him some right, pleasure, freedom, or 
opportunity. But think. What is the purpose of the 
guardrail by the edge of the highway? Is it to pre-
vent the exploring of the chasm below? Not re-
ally. Rather, it serves to preserve the functionality 
of the car and the health of its occupants. 

So it is with the family institution. The bound-
aries God gave it are to protect and preserve the 
beauty and perfection within it. People are not 
robbed by God’s boundaries; they are robbed 
when they violate them. They rob themselves.

The family provides for mankind’s greatest 
fulfillment, happiness, and potential. So God 
sets boundaries for it, because what lies within is 
worth defending and preserving. That is the pur-
pose of the boundary. This is the truth Solomon 
understood and extolled when he exclaimed, 
“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a 
spring shut up, a fountain sealed. Thy plants are 
an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; 
camphire, with spikenard, spikenard and saffron; 
calamus and cinnamon, with all the trees of frank-
incense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices: 
a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
streams from Lebanon. Awake, O north wind; and 
come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the 
spices may flow out. Let my beloved come into 
his garden and eat his pleasant fruits” (Song of 
Solomon 4:12-16).

It’s for this reason then, that Solomon exhorts 
his son, “Drink waters out of thine own cistern” 
(Proverbs 5:15). It’s a boundary that forbids the 
illicit fling. But more than that, it highlights the 
divinely given delights of intimacy within marital 
fidelity.

And so it is for all God’s boundaries for the 
family. There’s a reason that people look with ad-
miration at a well-disciplined, respectful, obedi-
ent string of siblings. There’s a reason why people 
look longingly at a loving, committed husband 
and his adoring, contented wife. These delights 
are found when God’s boundaries are respected. 
They are found when the lie that we are robbed 
by boundaries has been rejected. 

Most people in our society used to know these 
things. Some still do. The Bible has not changed. 
It still teaches it all. It still works.

The elements needed to preserve any soci-
ety are found in serving God and honoring His 
boundaries for the family. The blessings society 
craves are found in the same. Children, parents, 
schools, churches, communities—all these need 
the security and stability, the beauty and order, 
and the fulfillment and blessing of family bound-
aries understood and honored. 
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Money and Me

Orderly Finances  
by Gary Miller

"Let all things be done decently and in order." 1 Corinthians 14:40

We have discussed the importance of finding out 
where we are, but how do we do this? Over time, our 
finances tend to become a jumble. We have mortgages, 
car payments, private loans from family members, check-
ing and savings accounts, and credit cards. How can we 
really understand where we are as we begin to plot a 
course toward our goals? Let’s briefly look at some ways 
we can identify where we are.

Create a basic financial statement, including a 
list of debts. Taking the time to fill out a basic financial 
statement is extremely important. If you have outstand-
ing debts, you will need to list the current balance for 
each of the loans as well as the interest rate on that loan 
and the monthly payment. 

Track spending history. This may take some time, 
depending on your past record keeping, but the intent 
is to find out where your money has been going. The 
farther back you can go, the better, but you should have 
at least three months of spending to look at.   

After tracking your spending, compare your pres-
ent spending within each category to an average or 
healthy budget. This will tell you if you are spending too 
much on groceries, transportation, or recreation, based 
on your total monthly income. For example, most homes 
spend about 12 percent of their income on groceries. 
This would include all items normally purchased at a gro-
cery store, including office supplies, cleaning supplies, 
and other miscellaneous items. Although each house-
hold’s budget will be different, this process can reveal 
areas in your finances that are causing difficulties.

Examine where you are with consumer debt. 
When we speak of consumer debt, we are not talking 
about home mortgages or business loans. We are speak-
ing of debt in curred to purchase items we consume. In 
other words, items that depreciate or lose value rapidly. 
This may include credit cards, vehicle loans, or family 
loans. Most families who have not paid attention to their 
finances end up struggling with consumer debt. As you 
try to determine your current financial situation, you will 
need to look closely at this. It is important to understand 
why you have used consumer debt, find a workable path 
out of it, and consider how to avoid it in the future.

If you have neglected your finances in the past, it 

will take some time and effort to get them organized. 
There is no simple shortcut. It’s like letting the garden 
grow up in weeds. There is no way around some initial 
hard work. 

A Word to the Discouraged 
All of this may seem overwhelming, and as you look 

at the current disorganized state of your finances, per-
haps you are discouraged. Maybe looking at your situa-
tion is a little like the Bible story of Nehemiah looking at 
the ruins of Jerusalem. 

Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem with plans to rebuild 
the city wall, and what he saw was simply a big mess. I 
don’t know if he was prepared for what he saw or not. 
Perhaps you have this same fear. Maybe you have ig-
nored your finances because you are afraid of how bad 
your situation might be. But remember, even though 
your financial situation seems bleak, there is hope. Ne-
hemiah’s situation looked impossible too, but Nehemiah 
succeeded in his endeavor for two reasons:

(1) He understood his own limitations and con-
tinually leaned upon God. We find this all through 
the story of Nehemiah. When opportunity came to tell 
the king of his concern, Nehemiah whispered a prayer. 
While planning the work, he asked God for direction. 
When threatened by enemies, he again talked to God. 
Throughout this seemingly impossible task, Nehemiah 
knew the task was larger than he could handle, so he 
kept giving it back to God.                                                                                                         
       (2) The people had a mind to work. Nehemiah 
didn’t just tell God about the problem and then hope 
God would take care of it. The people were willing to 
work as the Lord provided direction and strength. This 
meant putting in some long hours. We don’t read of any 
nice vacations during this time. They were willing to give 
up their wants and the life they had become accustomed 
to previously to achieve the goal of building the wall.

Both attributes are important if you are serious 
about recommitting your finances to God. No matter 
how great your past failure in this area may have been, 
if you are willing to ask for strength and direction from 
God and use the strength and direction He gives, there 
is hope!                                                            

From Kingdom-Focused Finances for the Family. 
Published by TGS International, PO Box 355, Berlin, OH 44610. Used by permission.
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The Irony of Idols 
by Daniel Allgyer

The World Today

Across the world, idols take many forms. Idols sit 
on mantles, park in garages, or flicker across screens. 
Idols rise in temples, collect in bank accounts, or play 
in stadiums. Idols can be figures shaped with tools, 
creatures walking the earth, or theories devised in the 
mind. Anything or anyone man worships other than 
the God of heaven is an idol.

In Isaiah 44:8, God asks a question and quickly an-
swers it: “Is there a God beside me? Yea, there is no 
God; I know not any.” In the following verses of Isaiah 
44, God portrays the foolishness of idols in a classic 
example of divine irony:

“They that make a graven image are 
all of them vanity; and their delectable 
things shall not profit; and they are their 
own witnesses; they see not, nor know; 
that they may be ashamed. Who hath 
formed a god, or molten a graven image 
that is profitable for nothing? Behold, all 
his fellows shall be ashamed: and the 
workmen, they are of men: let them all 
be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall 
fear, and they shall be ashamed together.”

“The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, 
and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the 
strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength 
faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint. The carpen-
ter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; 
he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the 
compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, ac-
cording to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in 
the house.”

“He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cy-
press and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself 
among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and 
the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a man to 
burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, 
he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, 
and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and 
falleth down thereto.”

“He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof 

he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, 
he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have 
seen the fire: and the residue thereof he maketh a god, 
even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and 
worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver 
me; for thou art my god.”

“They have not known nor understood: for he hath 
shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, 
that they cannot understand. And none considereth in 
his heart, neither is their knowledge nor understanding 
to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have 
baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted 

flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the 
residue thereof an abomination? Shall I 
fall down to the stock of a tree?” (Isaiah 
44:9-19)

The folly of carving a “god” to worship 
out of the same tree that provides fire-
wood seems to be so obvious. Yet many 
people in every age have done so.

Man has an inborn desire to worship. 
And since he is physical, he naturally wants to worship 
something that he can see. So he makes an idol.

God is not physical. He is a spirit. We need a special 
eye to see Him—the eye of faith. Faith is the “evidence 
of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). 

God, as Creator of man, knows we struggle with 
faith sometimes. So God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, 
down from heaven to walk on earth as a man. Men liv-
ing in that time saw God in physical form, spoke to Him 
and learned from Him. Today, we can see God in Jesus 
Christ as we read the New Testament Gospel accounts 
of His physical life on this earth.

If you are worshipping idols, please get a Bible and 
read the Gospel of Matthew, the first book in the New 
Testament. You will see God. I pray that you will begin 
to worship Him, too.

If you are struggling with faith, read the Gospel of 
Matthew. As you see God in His Son, Jesus Christ, ask 
Him to increase your faith. I pray your eye of faith will 
become bright and clear.

We need a 
special eye  
to see GOD.

“Keep yourselves from idols.” 1 John 5:21




